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HAND IN HAND
Thanks to you, 2016 was a year of growth and progress despite the challenges we faced. Our projects
continued to build on our impact across the rural communities of Ethiopia.

In 2016, Ethiopia began to recover from a devastating drought. In the Glimmer villages most affected by
the drought, a food program combined with our education, health care and water projects uplifted the

people during the most trying of times. We also completed the most difficult water project in our history.

The story of bringing clean water to Gonok Village is the heart of our work – the steadfast commitment of
our staff, donors and community members makes the impossible possible.

As I reﬂect on the past year and where we are going in 2017, the words of writer Lemn Sissay, who

penned a poem inspired by Glimmer, so beautifully captures the call for us to join together to tackle the
greatest challenges.

As long as one village needs water
For one child to live one more day;
As long as one mother needs shelter
We will not walk away.
We will grow, we will build
Make life on the land;
Ethiopia will shine with
Each hand in each hand.
Thank you for coming with us on this journey. Together, hand in hand, anything is possible.

Donna Berber
CEO & Founder

glimmer.org
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GLIMMER
IS FIGHTING
POVERTY IN
RURAL ETHIOPIA
WITH OUR
UNIQUE
APPROACH TO
CHANGE

IN 2016, GLIMMER MADE AN IMPACT
INVESTED

$5.8
MILLION

IMPROVED

WORKED IN

107,500

49

LIVES

VILL AGES

HOLISTIC
APPROACH
C L E A N WAT E R
E D U C AT I O N
H E A LT H C A R E
MICROFINANCE

WITH THE POWER OF OUR HOLISTIC APPROACH, WE CAN DELAY MARRIAGE
AGE FOR GIRLS, SUPPORT HEALTHIER WOMEN AND FAMILIES, AND FOSTER
THRIVING VILLAGE ECONOMIES.
glimmer.org
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WE WORK IN
THE AREAS
OF GREATEST
NEED TO
CREATE
THE MOST
IMPACT
Millions of people in rural Ethiopia

struggle without the most basic needs

like clean drinking water and health care.
Glimmer partners with communities to

T I G R AY
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AMHARA
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OROMIA
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ETHIOPIA

SOUTHERN

2016 GLIMMER VILLAGES
This year we worked in seven communities
made up of 49 villages.

create customized plans that empower
villagers and create lasting change for

1 . V I L L A G E S O F M E D E B AY Z A N A

generations to come.

2 . VILL AG E S OF MAICH E W

Our projects work together to support

3. VILL AG E S OF ADIKE YH

communities that not only survive,
but thrive.

4. SE NALE VILL AG E
5. VILL AG E S O F GO N DAR
6. VILL AG E S O F S H OA
7. T E R C H A V I L L A G E

glimmer.org
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LIFTING THE BURDEN

WE BELIEVE
WOMEN AND
GIRLS ARE
THE KEY TO
ERADICATING
POVERTY

By empowering girls, Glimmer creates lasting change. When we build wells, we not only improve health and
safety, we also give time back to girls to spend in school instead of searching for water. Building on this
daily impact, Glimmer’s health care and education projects create a path for girls to succeed and thrive.

Glimmer looks for opportunities to bring about the
deepest, most effective impacts. In rural Ethiopia,
that starts with women and girls, who carry the
greatest burden of poverty.

Everything Glimmer is,
everything Glimmer represents,
is for women and girls. When
we influence the lives of girls,
we see radical change. When the
voices of women are no longer
silenced, we see momentous
shifts in family, community and
commerce.
—Donna Berber
CEO & Founder
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Little Birchiko is one of thousands of girls living in

HOW GLIMMER’S WORK

the Villages of Gondar — a community with few

CHANGES THE LIFE OF A GIRL

opportunities for girls and women to stay healthy

In 2016, Glimmer built a network of lifesaving projects in Little Birchiko’s village.

changed dramatically with new Glimmer projects all

C L E A N WAT E R
5 M I N UTE WA LK

and succeed. With basic life needs far out of reach,
Birchiko faced daily challenges like waterborne
disease from dirty water and hunger. In 2016, life
within minutes of her home.

This is a blessing to have a new
school, health post and a well. I
never thought to get these in my
life. Our children will have
a better life.
—Abraraw Muchie
Birchiko’s father

H E A LT H C A R E
15 M I N UTE WA LK

SMALL BUSINESS LOANS
AVA I L A B L E T O A L L
LITTLE BIRCHIKO’S NEW NEIGHBORHOOD

Glimmer built a new school with a girls’ club to help overcome challenges with staying in school while
menstruating. Microfinance loans now support the availability of food at local markets. A health post
and health center provide higher levels of preventive care and treatment. Little Birchiko, Amharic for
water glass, now has safe drinking water just minutes from home — transforming daily life. Now, Little
Birchiko is healthier and empowered to complete school and change the course of her life.
E D U C AT I O N

glimmer.org

15 M I N UTE WA LK
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OUR INCREDIBLE SUPPORTERS
MAKE OUR WORK POSSIBLE
Our donors connect deeply to our work and become repeat investors.

Their passion and commitment bring lifesaving change to rural Ethiopia.

GLIMMER DONORS STEP UP
TO SUPPORT FOOD PROGRAM
Glimmer donors rallied to raise funds for families of drought-impacted AdiKeyh and Senale.

AN ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME

Students stayed in school and communities stabilized. Read the personal stories following the
completion of this lifesaving program at www.glimmer.org/holding-up-a-community.

A group of dedicated supporters traveled across the world to witness
Glimmer’s impact in some of the most remote villages of Ethiopia.

FIELD VISIT WITH
IKEA FOUNDATION
Our collaborative partnership brought Per
Heggenes, CEO of the IKEA Foundation,
to the field in early 2016 to see our work
in action. Per met children who will be
impacted by the lifesaving projects that we
will complete together over our five years
in this community of 94,500 people.
See our progress: www.glimmer.org/
ikeafoundationvillages.

JOHANNA’S 25TH WELL
A tireless advocate for the people of Ethiopia, Johanna Thornblad launched a fundraising campaign for
her 25th well with Glimmer this year. Over the years, Johanna has inspired and mobilized her community
to support clean water and critical health projects for women and children. Johanna’s efforts continue to
impact so many families across rural Ethiopia.

WELLAND FAMILY IMPROVES
EDUCATION FOR 10,000 CHILDREN
The Welland family has been a dedicated Glimmer partner since 2004. Among the many projects they
supported in 2016, they funded 29 school buildings across rural Ethiopia. Glimmer schools provide a
welcoming space where students can learn about the world and study for important exams.

FROM ONE CHILD
TO ANOTHER
Brody, age 12, and Ella, age 10, shared
a few words with the students at a
Glimmer school funded by their family.

WE’RE COMMITTED
TO OUR CAUSE
Gimmer’s staff has a deep connection to one another

and to the work we do. These powerful relationships are

instrumental to Glimmer’s growth and impact over the years.

15 YEARS WITH GLIMMER
Fifteen years ago, Nasser Hassen joined Glimmer as our second employee.
Nasser has seen Glimmer grow from an inspired few to a multi-disciplinary team
of 36, dedicated to ending poverty in Ethiopia. As director of sustainability, based
in our Addis office, Nasser shared how his role helps support successful projects:

Glimmer has worked in rural Ethiopia for 16 years, so we
know the landscape and how to get things done eﬃciently.
We invest in communities that are carefully selected for
both need and commitment to supporting our projects.
We are always in the ﬁeld – closely monitoring projects
with special emphasis on quality, coordination of the
stakeholders and future sustainability.

The passion at Glimmer is unique. Every day,
every month, every year – people’s lives are changed.

—Nasser Hassen
Director of Sustainability

—Nasser Hassen
Director of Sustainability
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A GLOBAL
COMMUNITY
OVERCOMES
A GREAT
CHALLENGE
Gonok Village is so remote that electricity, clean

water and modern schools and health care have
been completely out of reach for thousands of

years. The struggle that defines life in rural Ethiopia
is most visible in this village. Yet, the people who

HOW WE DID IT
The solution for clean water in Gonok Village
posed a huge challenge. It would take a
deep well to reach the water table, miles of
pipeline and solar power. It would require
committed donors, collaboration with the local
government, hours of labor from community
members – and creative solutions to make an
unprecedented water project happen.
1. Gonok’s donors stepped up to fund the extra costs of
this complicated project. Camels brought in supplies when
trucks could not get through. Extended drilling times were
needed to hit the deep water table. A massive reservoir was
constructed to contain 13,000 gallons of water. Our largest

call Gonok home are a community. They are joyous

response ever of individual donors fully funded clean water

and welcoming.

in Gonok.

Once Glimmer met the people of Gonok, and

2. The Gonok community was deeply committed to the

and the place they call home, we could not walk

the people of Gonok committed to mining stones and hand

we learned about their struggle, determination
away. Glimmer committed to bringing clean

water – along with education and health care –
to this community.

1

project. As part of their contribution to the well construction,

2

digging five miles of pipeline, shovelful by shovelful, through
the rocky terrain.
3. Persistence and coordination from all stakeholders
helped us overcome logistical hurdles and plan for

TODAY, THE LARGEST
SOLAR-POWERED WELL
IN THE REGION IS
PUMPING 13,000
GALLONS OF WATER
THROUGHOUT GONOK.

the well’s future. Trainings from Glimmer and the local
government have empowered community leaders to
manage the upkeep of their well and solar panels. These
community leaders will ensure the Gonok well serves the

3

community for many years to come.

See the full story of Gonok’s triumph at www.glimmer.org/storyofgonok.
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WHEN WE COME
TOGETHER, WE CAN
DO GREAT THINGS
Gonok Village is now a place where girls
have clean water, quality education and
modern health care. With a new world of
opportunities, a generation of girls will
stay in this community and build on the
progress here.
Now when we visit Gonok, the people are
happier and healthier. Thanks to our amazing
supporters and the dedication of the people,
there is a bright future for Gonok.

Now everything has changed
for the women and girls.
— Abeba
Woman in Gonok
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ELIMINATE POVERTY
ILLUMINATE LIVES
Glimmer is ﬁghting poverty in rural

Ethiopia with our unique approach to

change. Our projects create a network
of resilience that holds up thriving

communities and empowers women
and girls as leaders.

Since 2000, Glimmer has completed

10,000 projects and impacted the lives of
5 million people in rural Ethiopia.

Glimmer applies 100% of donations directly

to projects in rural Ethiopia—creating a high
return on every dollar invested.

%

glimmer.org

glimmer.org
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